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name of Antonio. When our men reached it, they took posses-
sion of him and the rest of the inhabitants, robbed as much as
they could hold, and, knowing that Fernan Gomez with the
fleet was approaching on his return to Portugal, the Andalusians,
in order to indemnify themselves for the expenses of their ex-
pedition, made their way towards the African coasts and seized
the two caravels of the marquis of Cadiz with the entire cargo
and the Azanega slaves. The other savages give this name to
some men who feed themselves solely on fish; they are a people
of majestic stature and citrine colour, but of little spirit, and they
were loth to work until they had exchanged their food for bread,
whereby they became robust and acquired energy. With the
booty seized in the island of Antonio and the 500 Azanega
slaves, the mariners, especially those of Palos, refused to follow
Carlos de Valera, and continued their voyage alone. The patrons
of the other caravels, not so deeply bound as those, obeyed; but
all the gains acquired were lost. The duke of Medina Sidonia,
by means of the pretext of the lordship of the island of Antonio
recently obtained from King Don Fernando, insistently de-
manded the surrender of Antonio from Valera together with the
plunder seized in the island. He then began with frequent raids
to molest the men of El Puerto de Santa Maria, of the lordship
of the count of Medina Celi1, whose mayor was Diego de Valera,
the father of Carlos and a man hated by the Andalusian grandees
because of his eminent qualities and excellent habits. As the
marquis of Cadiz and the duke of Medina Sidonia, Don Enrique
de Guzman, tenaciously persisted in harassing the inhabitants
of El Puerto, they were obliged, in order to secure some respite,
in the end to surrender Antonio island and to turn over to the
two grandees the greater part of the slaves. In this way, the
rapacity of the grandees caused the king and the patrons of the
caravels to lose all the costs of the expedition.
By order of Don Fernando, the duke freed Antonio [da Noli],
who went to Medina del Campo to thank him, because he
wanted to hear from him in his own words, before he could
* Luis do la Cerda, Duke of Medina Celi, another of the Andalusian
grandees who displayed a keen interest in oversea exploration. His chief
claim to fame is that he assisted Columbus substantially.
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